Las Flores Art Collection- Artists Biography *
1. Candido Bido

Dominican painter, born in 1936, in the city of Bonao.

 He is considered at present the most representative maestro of Dominican plastic arts. Bido graduated in 1962 as an art professor from the National School of Fine Arts. From 1962-1981 Bido assisted and taught at the same institution (Drawing and Applied Arts). 

In 1988 he opened the Candido Bido Art School in Bonao, his hometown and later developed the first museum by an artist in Dominican Republic. His exclusive art gallery is also open to the public in the capital of the country, Santo Domingo.

Bido has exhibited individually since 1962 in both private and public art galleries, he has also participated in collective exhibitions in Santo Domingo, New York, Puerto Rico, Colombia, Spain, France, Israel, Brazil, Washington, London, Panama, Miami, Italy, Germany, Cuba, Ecuador, Haiti and Martinique. 

His collection has also been presented in museums and biennials in Mexico, Venezuela, Spain, Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, El Salvador, France and Japan.

Awards and recognitions received: 

1. 1965, First Prize- Contest Esso of Young Artist, Santo Domingo, D.R., 

2. 1966, Fourth Prize- Art Contest E. Leon Jimenes, Santiago, D.R. 

3. 1972, Fifth Prize- Art Contest E. León Jiménez, Santiago,D.R.

4. 1972, Third Prize- XII National Biennial, Santo Domingo, D.R.

5. 1974, First Prize- XIII National Biennial, Santo Domingo, D.R.

6. 1979, Second Prize- XIV National Biennial, Santo Domingo, R.D.

7. 1981, First Prize- Art Contest E. Leon Jimenes, Santiago, D.R.

8. 1982, Fourth Place- International Contest NOMA, Illustration Children’s Book, Japan.

9. 1985, Prize El Gaucho, Bonn, Germany
10.1996, Award of Image Gallery, Panama.

Currently Bido’s art is permanently exposed in different Museums and International Institutions worldwide:

Omar Rayo Museum, Colombia; Casa de las Americas, Cuba; Contemporary Art Museum, Panama; Spanish Contemporary Art Museum, Spain; Ibero-American Cooperation Institute, Madrid, Spain; Casa de Bastidas, Royal House Museum, Dominican Republic; American Organization of States (OAS), Washington, D.C, USA. ; United Nations (ONU), Environmental Program, Nairobi, Kenya.     
2. Dionisio Blanco
Born in 1953, San Cristobal, Dominican Republic. From 1970 to 1974 he studied at the National School of Fine Arts. By 1977 he worked at the Museum of History and Geography of Santo Domingo, he taught at the Candido Bido Art Center and later worked for the Museum of the Dominican Man. 

Blanco also worked on the restoration of the Colonial area in   Santo Domingo together with the architect Eugenio Perez Montas. 

From 1978 to 1996 he taught (drawing) at the Faculty of Architecture and School of Humanities at the Autonomous University of Santo Domingo (UASD). 

His individual and collective expositions have been numerous, mainly in Santo Domingo, but also in Miami, New York, Belgium, Jerusalem, and Germany. He also participated in the III Art Biennial, Mexico, 1981; XVIII Sao Paulo Biennial, Brazil, 1986; XII, XIV, XV and XVI National Biennial of Plastics Arts in Santo Domingo. 

Awards and recognitions received:
1. 1971, First Prize in Drawing, National School of Fine Arts, Santo Domingo, D.R. 

2. 1972, Honor mention in Painting, National School of Fine Arts, Santo Domingo, D.R.

3. 1973, First Prize for Painting, National School of Fine Arts, Santo Domingo, D. R.

4. 1975, Second Prize for Painting, National Student Art Contest, sponsored by The Royal Bank of Canada,  Santo Domingo, D. R.

5. 1978, First Prize for Drawing, Annual Contest of Casa de Espana, Santo Domingo, D.R. 

6. 1984, First National Prize for Drawing at the XVI Biennial of Plastic Arts, Santo Domingo, D.R.

7. 1986, Invited by the Central Institute of Cultural Relations to the International Encounter of Artists in Israel, Ibero-America, Spain and Portugal. 

8. 1989, Invited by the Foundations of Artists Colonies of New York, at Johnson, Vermont and by the State Department of the United States, within the International Visitors Program. 

9. 1997, Invited by the Italian-Latin American Institute of Rome to join the Venice Biennial. 
3. Melanio Guzman
Born in 1978, in Moca, Dominican Republic. From 1998 to 2004, he studied Architecture at the Technological University of Santiago (UTESA). 

He has participated in numerous individual and collective exhibitions in the Dominican Republic as well as in Miami, New York, and Shangai amongst others.

Awards and recognitions received:

1. First Prize, Country Brush – strokes, Cecara, Santiago, D. R. 

2. Honor Mention, Contest Agriculture and Nature, JAD, Santo   Domingo, D.R.

3. First Mention, Biennial of Visual Arts, Candido Bido Museum, Bonao, D.R.

4. Special Prize from the Jury, during the First Competition Murals, Malecon Center, Santo Domingo, D.R.

Art works exposed in Museums, National and International institutions:     

Foundation Lights and Shadows, Santo Domingo, D.R.

Candido Bido, Museum, Bonao, D.R.

American Cultural House, Miami, USA.

Dominican College of Plastics Artists, Santiago, UTESA.
Published work:

Sketches of Dominican Plastic Artists, 2007
4. Pedro Pablo Mendez Garcia
Pedro Pablo Mendez born in San Francisco de Macorís, Dominican Republic. His studies in painting were taught by private professors. Mendez has made over fifty solo and group exhibitions both in his home country and abroad. 

Pedro Pablo runs his own art school where they have hatched more than a dozen artists some of whom are already known artists living from this profession.  
In 2008, Mendez presented his last individual exhibitions called “Tropical Virgins” with a great success. His vision of presenting Caribbean women’s face with turban in brilliant colours was considered spectacular.  

His works are in private collections both in the Dominican Republic, as well as in USA, Puerto Rico, Brazil, Panama, Mexico Canada, Sweden, Spain, and Finland.

5. Willy Pérez
Born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in April 1956. Willy Perez began his art studies with the master Guillo Perez and later continued in the National School of Fine Arts of Santo Domingo (1974-1975, 1986-1988). During 1980-1982, he pursued his studies in the Candido Bido Art Center and by 1978 moved to the Art Student League of New York, USA. 

He is a professor in Plastic Arts at the art workshop of Guillo Perez and also teaches Art Design at the University of the Third Age (UTE).

He has presented many individual exhibitions in the Dominican Republic, as well as in Miami, Puerto Rico and New York.

His work can be found in the John Oerse Museums, Point Pitre, Guadalupe Island and in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 

He has also participated in collective expositions such as; the Inaugural Exposition, Modern Art Gallery, Santo Domingo, D.R. 1976,  Honor mention in Contest Royal Bank of Canada, Santo Domingo, D.R. in the XIV, XVII, XIX and XX  Biennial of Plastic Arts, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic and in the IX and XIV Art Competition E. Leon Jimenes, Santiago, Dominican Republic. 

6. Jose Perdomo.

Born in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic he studied in the National School of Fine Arts from 1962-1965.  

From 1968-1970, Perdomo studied at Pratt Graphics, New York, and by 1982 at the Cayman Gallery, New York. 

He has participated in many individuals and collectives exhibitions, in the Dominican Republic, Peru, Mexico, Miami, Puerto Rico, New York, Argentina, Guadalupe, France, Ecuador, Venezuela, Panama, Germany, Belgium, Brazil, and Chile. 

Awards and recognitions received:

1. 1964, Painting prize, National School of Fine Arts, Santo Domingo                  

2. 1986, Highest Award, for his Retrospective Expo and for the illustration of Pedro Mir Poem “There is a Country in the World”, granted by the Gallery Arawak.

3. Honor Mention First National Salon of Drawing, Gallery Arawak, D.R. 1991.

4. Honor Mention, Second National Salon of Drawing, Gallery Arawak, 1992.

5. First Prize of Drawing, XIII Biennial of Visual Arts, Modern Art Museum, Santo Domingo, D.R. 

6. First Prize of Drawing, XIV Art Contest E. Leon Jimenes, Santiago, D.R.

7. Gold Medal, First International Biennial of Central American and the Caribbean, Museum of Modern Art, D.R.

8. Painting Prize, Great Hotel Lina, Art Contest, Hotels Barceló, Santo Domingo, D.R. 1994.

9. Painting Prize, International Biennial 25 years of paintings, Basin, Ecuador, 1996.

10. First Painting Prize, XX Biennial of Visual Arts, Modern Art Museum, Santo Domingo, D.R. 
7.  Jose Felix Moya
Born in 1943, Samana, Dominican Republic. Moya carried out his studies at the National School of Fine Arts, La Vega, and Dominican Republic. By 1964 he trained at the National School of Fine Arts, Santo Domingo, D.R. From 1991-93 he was the President of the Dominican School of Plastic Arts in Santo Domingo. He also taught at the National University of Pedro Henriquez Urena in Santo Domingo from 1993-94.

Awards and recognition received: 
1. 2007, for his contribution to cultural development in the city of Bronx, Adolfo Carrion Jr., President The Borough of Bronx. USA. 
2. 2003 Declared "Distinguished Visitor" by the Mayor and Board of County Commissioners of Miami - Dade. Florida, USA. 
3. 2002 Diploma for his work and collaboration during his tenure as President of the College of Fine Artists Sun period 1991-93. Santo Domingo, R.D.
4. 1995 and 1996, certificates for his participation as a jury member of the VII and VIII Science and Cultural National Fair, University Pedro Henriquez Urena, Santo Domingo, DR
5. 1995 Diploma for his contribution to the development of Dominican poet tribute to Manuel del Cabral, from the hands of Literary and Visual Arts Workshop Dominican Don Manuel del Cabral, Santo Domingo, D.R.
6. 1994 Honor Certificate of Merit for his contribution to the development of art and culture of the hands of the National District City Council. Santo Domingo, D.R.
7. 1992 Certificate for his contribution to art, received the National Center for Arts and Culture, Inc., Santo Domingo. 
8. 1991 Declared "Adopted Son" by the Municipal Council of La Vega, resolution. No. 23-91, La Vega, D.R. 
9. 1986 Grand Prize Gilberto Hernandez Ortega, known for his work in painting, considered the first Surrealist painter Dominican diplomatic world by the magazine International, Santo Domingo, D.R. 


Solo and group exhibitions have been presented in Santo Domingo, DR, and also in USA, Venezuela, Uruguay, Curacao, Netherlands Antilles, Italy, France, Peru, Colombia, Israel, Canada, Cuba and Puerto Rico.   
8. Fernando Tamburini.
Born in 1961, Barahona, Dominican Republic. In 1987, Tamburini received his degree in arts from the School of Design of Altos de Chavon, La Romana, D.R. In 1995, he studied printmaking in a workshop guided by Robert Blackborn in Altos de Chavon. 

He is an artist deeply committed to symbolic representation showing strong mystical and spiritual tradition. He is motivated in the same spirit of such great expressionist painters such as Chagall and Soutine. The color of his paintings are thickly applied, vibrant and bold, it seems to have escaped from a silk scarf or a tapestry. Elements from his days as a textile designer and observer of Haitians’ primitivism sold in Barahonas’s streets have greatly enriched Tamborini’s art pieces. Painters such as Jose Perdomo, Eligio Pichardo, amongst others, along with his precious time spent in museums and art galleries of New York City have also influences his work.
Most of his paintings have been exhibited in private and collective expositions in Santo Domingo, D.R. and in New York and New Jersey, in USA.

  9.  Luigi  Jiménez
Born in San Juan de la Maguana, Dominican Republic, in 1976. Luigi Jimenez is a painter, sculptor and designer. His father, a renowned sculptor and painter, Jose Nicolas Jimenez, influences his artistic nature; however he did carry out his studies in the School of Fine Arts of his native city, where he later received different prizes in painting and drawing. He then moved to Santo Domingo and studied for two years in the National School of Fine Arts.

His work is present in private collections in Dominican Republic, as well as in France, Germany, Spain, England, India, Japan, Israel, Italy, and Puerto Rico. 
Awards and recognition: 

1. Prize of Painting, organized by the Parish San Vicente de Paul (to honor the saint), in Santo Domingo, 1998.

2.  Honor Mention, 2nd Competition of Religious Spanish-American Art in New York, USA, 2000.

3. First Honor Mention National Paintings Contest of the Armed Forces, Santo Domingo, D.R. 2001.

4. Second Honor Mention National Competition of Paintings of the Armed Forces, Santo Domingo, D.R. 2001.  

Published:
Illustrated the book of poems “Between the Light and Shadow” and “Amalgam in half Ink”, 1998;

10. Juan Andujar      
Painter born in Loma de Cabrera, Dominican Republic, in 1986, he is the nephew of the late great maestro of arts Plutarco Andujar, from whom he draws inspiration for marinas, and those unmistakable lines of the serenity of the sea. 
Juan Andujar is a young artist who studied at the National School of Fine Arts, but more than that his work is highlighted by the vocation of painting developed from childhood. 
He participated in several exhibitions in Santo Domingo and Loma de Cabrera his home in the Dominican Republic, as well as in Puerto Rico and Belgium. His first solo exhibition in July 2008 was seen at the Mesa Fine Arts Gallery in Santo Domingo. 

Awards
and
recognitions: 

 1. Medal of Recognition by the Chapter of the National District, D.R. 
2. Regional Youth Award. D.R.
3. Nominated National Youth Award. D. R.
4. 2005, First Place Contest Our Lady of Altagracia, Loma de        Cabrera First, Contest at Casa de Teatro, 2004 in D. R.
6.Distinction of Honor for the Mural in the Malecon Center, Santo Domingo, D. R. 
(* Extrat from Encyclopedia Dominican Plastic Arts 1844-2008. From Candido Geron, 7 edittion. Dominican Republic). 

